
In Recognition of

Department of Defense/Department of Agriculture

Extension–Military Partnership
Whereas	 Hundreds of  thousands of  Military Service Members have taken the oath to 

support and defend the Constitution of  the United States against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic; and

Whereas	 These Military Service Members are husbands, wives, mothers, fathers, sons, 
daughters, colleagues, and friends; and

Whereas	 These Service Members and their families live in America’s communities, meeting 
an obligation of  service to every American; and

Whereas 	 The Department of  Agriculture, the Land Grant Universities, and the  Cooperative 
Extension System are dedicated to serving citizens in every community across the 
nation; and

Whereas 	 The Land Grant Universities were created to provide a broad segment of  the 
population with a practical education with direct relevance to their daily lives,      
and continue to have a public mission; and

Whereas	 The Department of  Agriculture, through the Land Grant Universities and the 
Cooperative Extension System, reaches into every county of  the United States, 
where members of  the Active, National Guard, and Reserve Components reside:

Therefore	 The U.S. Department of  Defense and the U.S. Department of  Agriculture do 
hereby enter into the Extension–Military Partnership, in order to support Military 
Service Members and their families through programs, research, and evaluation 
in the communities in which they reside. This partnership encourages these two 
Federal Agencies to develop and deliver new and innovative means to better serve 
all Americans in the communities where they reside.

Signed at the Forging the Partnership Conference in Chicago, Illinois, 
on this twenty-seventh of  April in the year two thousand and eleven

Robert L. Gordon, III
Deputy Assistant Secretary of  Defense for 

Military Community & Family Policy

Dr. Catherine Woteki
Under Secretary for United States Department of

Agriculture’s Research, Education, and Economics         
and Chief  Scientist


